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SE_!}.MLESS TRAVEL NMRC plans a
unified smart card-based multimodal
transport ticketing system for residents

Shafaque Alam
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NOIDA: Passengers on the Noida

Metro  Rail Corporation’s

(NMRC)Aqua Line will be ableto

use the ‘One City, One Card’ in

Nolda feeder buses from the sec-

ondweek ol June, officials said.

The cardisan initiative aimed at

simplifving conmmutes and
Increasingreveniie for the Metro
body n Noidaand Greater Noida.
The NMRC has mtegrated the
services and is presently con-
ducting trials of the facility, The
Metrorail corporation envisages
aunifled smayt card-based multi-
modal transport ticketing svstem
for Noida, aimed to facilitate a
seaniless commuting experience
to commuters within the city.
Utrar Pradesh chief minister
Yogi Aditvanath had Inaugu-
rated services on Aqua Line on
January 25 and the smart cards
were issued tocommutersat the
came thine. However. these tecder
buses have been plyingin Noida
and Greater Noida sinee Deceni-
her 14. 2016, and services hadn
been integrated,

Executive Director of the
NMRC. PD Upadhyvaya, said the
NMRC has a fleet of 50 low-loor
AC buses that plyon 11 routesin
Nolda, Greater Noida and Nolda
Extension. " These are low-floor
GPS-enabled air-conditioned
buses. They are alsofully coversl

with two CCTV cameras and
panie buttons. The NMRC s cul-
rently condueting system inte-
gratlon trials. Once the trlalsave
over. we can start the service in

June,” he said, These buses also
provide accessibility to different-
ly-abled people, as the bus can
Rieel by 8omm when requirec
Tnese husessrrttrom Botanic
Gardenand cover different Metro
stations across Noida, aswell as
some villages. Theyv also cover
areas ke the Okhla Bird Sanctu-
vy, Similarly, the buses also
start from Noida Extension to
Sector 51 Metro Station. and
cover Gaur City, Kisan Chowk,
Garhi Chaukhandi village. and
others on the way. These buses
also ply between Noida and
Greater Noida, covering Sector
Alphal.Pari Chowk, Knowledge
Park, NSEZ. etc. NMRC buses
record an average of 10,000 com-
muters and generate 13.50 lakh
revenue aday - notenough for
the corporation to even recover
ltsoperational costs.

The NMRC s monthly revenue
from bus services is 2 crove,
against W crore of operational
expensesamonth. The bhus servi-
cesareavaitlable from Tamto 9pm
atatrequency of3ominutes. The
NMRC also changed its hus
routes recently raatiract more
commueters

NNMRC has also issued 2477
helpline numbers — 18001800555
and a WhatsApp number
HUHB3A96H — Loreport Maters or
Inquire in the lost-and-found.
“Sinee these buses are equipped
with CCTV cameras. The help-
line numbersare givenon tickets
andalsodisplaved onbuses, Onee
people register a missing com-
plalnt. we match valuables and
return,” a NMRC official sadd.
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